Dear Student:

Thank you for your inquiry regarding a nomination to the United States Service
Academies. Please call my Ada office for an application or look on the "Academy Nominations"
page on the website for necessary documents. If you do not have all the necessary information at
this time, please send it to my Ada office as soon as it becomes available. All information must
be received in my Ada office by November 7, 2008 in order for you to be considered for
nomination by our Academy Selection Board.

If you have not already done so, you should immediately open a file at the academy you
desire to attend. The information enclosed is to be used to let the academy know of your desire
to seek a nomination. This will enable the academy to provide you a pre-candidate questionnaire
and open a pre-admission file. I encourage you to complete the cards and mail them to the
academies as soon as possible. Applying to all four academies may improve your chances of
receiving an academy nomination.

You will need to send the following information to my Ada office in order to complete your file:
1. The completed application for nomination form (including essay);

2. Recommendations from three people who know you, such as teachers, employers,
guidance counselors, etc. They should use the enclosed recommendation forms.

3. A copy of your high school transcript, including GPA on a 4.0 scale and class rank,
through your junior year. If you graduated this year, please include your senior year.
If you are currently attending college, please include your college transcript and GPA
also.

4. A copy of your ACT and/or SAT scores. Please take this test by the October test date
to insure that we receive your scores by the November 2nd deadline.

5. A small photograph, such as the ones taken for your yearbook.

To be competitive for the Academies, you should have at least four years of English and
mathematics, two years of a foreign language, two years of laboratory science, and a year of history.
You should also be an active participant in extracurricular activities, including team sports.

The process I use for nominating is strictly competitive. A military career is certainly
admirable, and I wish you all the best in your endeavors. If you have any questions or need further
information, please contact Johnny Sandmann at 580/436-5375.

Sincerely,

Tom Cole
Member of Congress



